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INTRODUCTION.

The present publication is issued by the Wiseonsin: Archeo-
logical Society to satisfy the now rapidly growing demand on
the part of Wisconsin eitizens for aceurate information on ile
subject of the authorship of our state’s antiquities. It aims
to place at the command of those who are interested in learning
the truth, but have not the time, opportunity, or perhaps the
patience to digest the vast amount of valnable information
which has aceumulated on the subject. in condensed form, a
compilation of the evidence upon which the present accepted
theories are based.

Althongh years of patient investigation condueted according
to enlightened methods by distinguished American archaeolo-
gists and by competent field workers of less prominence m
every part of our country have done much to destroy the pre-
vailing superstitions concerning the authorship of our antiqui-
ties, there are yet among our citizens many for whom the fa-
vorite theory of a mysterious, lost race of “Mound Builders”
has a fascination not readily dispersed. The antiquated pub-
lications of misguided authors, frequent fanciful newspaper ar-
ticles and contributions to popular periodicals, and the exagge-
rated statements of lecturers, of relic hunters and others possess-
ing a smattering archaeological knowledge are responsible for
such ridienlous and erroneouns beliefs.



